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Official Interpretations of Regulations 


B. M. Baruch, chairman of the War Industries Board, authorizes the following: 

To further clarify the regulations governing the recent standard shoe conservation program 
worked out by the War Industries Board with the shoe manufacturing industry a statement carrying a 
number of explanatory notes is being sent by the Boot and Shoe Section of the Board to shoe manu- 


facturers. 


This statement was prepared to cover several matters of detail which have not been understood 
fully by the manufacturers and about which there has been inquiry. The complete success of the shoe 
program, embodying the price spread, is desired and expected by the War Industries Board in the 
interest of all the people. Complete co-operation by the manufacturers, which is necessary, can be 
had only through their accurate understanding of regulations controlling the class grades within the 
price spread, the class letter and serial number required to be stamped in the shoes, and the authoriza- 
tions, eliminations and restrictions of the Conservation program. 


Following is the explanatory statement: 


To the Shoe Manufacturers of the United States 


In order that shoe manufacturers shall have proper interpretation of the new additions and 
amendments, approved September 30, 1918, to the Schedule for Shoe Manufacturers, dated June 29th, 
1918; and in order to answer inquiries received from the trade, the following interpretations are 


announced : 
1. Manufacturers should stamp the class letter in their shoes according to the grade into which 
the shoe falls. The retail price of shoe designates the grade. Shoes are not classified according to 


manufacturers; manufacturers can, therefore, make shoes in all grades if they see fit. The manu- 
facturer should stamp his serial number in all shoes he manufactures. 


2. Serial numbers and class letters should be stamped in shoes in the following form and in 
letters not less than 3-16 inches in height. 


Serial Class 
The word serial should be placed over the serial number and the word class should be placed over the 
class letter. 


3. Manufacturers seeking information as to the method of designating class and the stamping 
of the class letter in their shoes should communicate with Mr. Sol Wile, Secretary of the National 





Boot and Shoe Manufacturers’ Association, Granite Building, Rochester, New York, who will furnish 
full information. 


4. Wholesalers seeking information concerning the selling of shoes and the classification of shoes 
should communicate with Mr. L. N. Taylor, Secretary of the Shoe Wholesaler’s League, 127 Duane 
Street, New York City. . 

5. Merchants selling shoes at retail seeking information concerning the classification of shoes 
and desiring to make any inquiry concerning the paragraphs in their pledges should communicate with 
Mr. A. H. Geuting, Secretary National Shoe Retailers’ Association, Philadelphia, Pa. 

6. Imitation Louis heels are heels that have the appearance of Louis heels by having a curve in 


the breast where the heel joins the sole, leather heels of the spool heel type without the curve where the 
heel joins the breast are permitted. Covered wood Cuban heels, straight breast or military style, are 


permitted. 

7. All stocks of pull straps, top bands and labels now in the hands of the manufacturers or in 
process of manufacture, may be used until such stocks are used up in the ordinary course of business. 

8. Leathers and fabrics of colors restricted in the recommendations to Shoe Manufacturers of 
June 29, 1918, should not be cut for shoes on and after October 31, 1918. An extension of time was 
granted from October Ist, to October 31st. 

9. The leathers and fabrics of medium brown color, the color eliminated in the additions and 
amendments to the Schedule to Shoe Manufacturers, dated June 29, 1918, can be cut for shoes until 
the present stocks in the hands of the tanners and shoe manufacturers, and the stocks in the process 
of manufacture are used up in the ordinary course of business. This refers to the medium brown only. 

10. It is the intent of the recommendations that shoe manufacturers eliminate single or special 


pairs of ornaments. 


11. The term pure wool can be interpreted as meaning 100 per cent wool, also cotton back woolen 
fabric. Manufacturers may use up their present stocks of woolens or cotton back woolen fabrics in 
the ordinary course of business until such stocks are exhausted. 


12. The recommendations have in view leather in sides or whole pieces and fabrics in whole 
pieces, therefore pieces or scraps of leather and fabrics of colors that do not come within the recom- - 
mendation may be made into baby shoes, sizes 00—0—6, or used for inside trimmings in shoes of any 


character. ° 

Babies’, infants’ and children’s shoes in two-tone effects, or contrasting colors, are eliminated. 

13. Slides made of any material that are covered with leather are permitted, but uncovered 
slides of any material are eliminated by the recommendations. 

14. The manufacture of strap slippers is permitted, but such slippers should not have more than 
three straps. 

15. Soft sole shoes should not be made in two-tone effects, or contrasting colors. 


16. Men’s, women’s and children’s barefoot sandals are permitted to be manufactured with cut- 
outs, but the recommendations as to the elimination of perforations should be adhered to. That is, 


perforations are permitted only on tips, or imitation tips. 


17. The manufacture of women’s, misses’ and growing girls’ white canvas button shoes should 
be eliminated. This includes shoes of medium or broad toes. 
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